
^NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
COMMUNICATION WITH LIBERIA.

An adjourned meeting of friends of the Ameri¬
can Colonization Society was held in the First. Pres¬
byterian Church, Washington, on Friday evening,
April 21, 1854, to receive the report of a commit¬
tee on the subject of establishing a regular line of
communication by steam or otherwise between this
country and the Republic of Liberia, Hon. Judge
Wayne, of the United States Supreme Court, in the
chair.

The proceedings of the evening were introduced with
prayer by the ltev. Mr. Bcddinqton, of Charlestown,
Massachusetts.

Tho Presiding Offioer remarked that the purpose for
which the present meeting had been called was so gene¬
rally known and so well understood that it was scarcely
necessary to say any thing by way of explanation. lie
would, however, take leave to observe that the proposed
plan for establishing a permanent mode of intercourse
between this country and Africa, by means of steam ves¬
sels or other ships, to sail at regular stated times, was one
which bad been bo much approved by many gentlemen
well able to form a correct opinion on the subject that he
could not but hope it would not only receive the unani¬
mous support of the present meeting, but would com-
mend itself to the patronage of the friends of colonization
throughout the Union. When we remembered the many
discouraging circumstances under which the society had
commenced, and against which it had still, in some de¬
gree, to struggle, he thought every measure was worthy
of a careful consideration which might have the tendency
of giving it a larger measure of the public sympathy. It
bad done a great deal; it could do much more ; and he
doubted not that the timo would come when its estab¬
lishment would be acknowledged as one of the greatest
events of the present century. But the noblo results to
which it looked forward could not be fully and success¬

fully accomplished without the means of frequent, cer¬
tain, and regular communication with the African conti¬
nent : a communication which should be accomplished by
means of steam vessels or other ships, to form a perma¬
nent line, with stated times of sailing, publicly known ua

both sides of the ocean.
But he would not go into the merits of the proposed

Elan, because he understood that m series of resolution*
ad been prepared to be presented by several gentlemen

who had consented to address the meeting, and who, it
was to be presumed, were fully prepared to explain and
to advocate them.

Mr. Skatos, from the committee appointed to draft
resolutions for the consideration at the meeting, after a

brief explanation of certain modifications made by the
committee to the original draft presented to the last meet¬
ing, reported the following:

1. ltc»u'vtd, That in the view of this meeting the American
Colonization Society merits the gener.us support of #11 the
gcoa people of these United Sta'.cs; t>nd that the establish-went of the Republic of Liberia secures prospectively im¬
mense Vecefitd to thU country nnd to the African race.

2. Iic»«lve.d, That the establishment of regular communica¬
tion, by steam or othirwise, und^r the direction of ihe Ame¬
rican Colon Mticn Society, between ihis country and Liberia,
is an object cf immediate and*ast impotence, worthy of t!ie
prompt, united, and liberal aid of nil its friends.

3. Re4vtved.Ttiit, while this tn etin* would regard it ss
eminently wis® and judicious for Cox greis and the State Le-
iriiUturcs to make appropriations i* aid of this object, its
most confident reliance for success at present is on the bene-
vi'cnce of the country: and aniinited by many recent in¬
stances of noble munificence by individuals, and by the ro-
c 11 ctio.i of what was dane in a few months by our country¬
men for the relief of Ireland, they appeal to the people of the
United States, at a period of well-nigh unexampled prosperity,
vigorously to unite their exertiors and raise one hundred
thou.-and'dollars or more for the accomplish *ent of this groat
work of humanity.

...4. Revolted, That it bo recommended to the friend* of the
oVject in our sister cities throughout the Union to adopt the
tuet. fie-Ual measures (by the appointment of co mmittees
or otherwise) for securing donations for its accomplishment.

5. lU»okcd, That a committee of five be appointed by the
chairman of this meeting to obtain suuh aid as our generous
fellow-citixenB and gentlemen now in this city from different
eecti'>c?"Vf the Union may be pleased to bestow, in order that
tho woTk may be commenced in a manner worthy of the cha¬
racter aud immortal mroe of our city and of th; capital of
the country ; and that the same committee be authorized to
taite measures for obtaining contributions for the same object
in other sections of the Union.
The resolutions having been read.
Mr. .Sf.atos said that, with the explanation he had

offered of the views of the committee, he should givo
place to some of the eloquent gentlemen who had kindly
consented to speak in support ef the object of the meet-1
ing; but before doing bo begged to add a few words.

It happens (said Mr. S.) that I am, with the excep-jticn of but one gentleman, who is by ill health, I regret
to say, prevented from being present, the sole survivor of
the few persona who assembled in a hotel in this city iu
December 1810, to adopt measures ror forming the Colo¬
nization Society which uow exists. At that meeting the
great statesman of the West, Hk*by Clay, presided.
fcUitesm-ia of the West I should not say, for he was truly
tai American statesman, in the most eularged sense of the
term, whoso affections »'«"» comprehended cvejry sec¬
tion of his country and every interest coanectcd with its
honor and welfare.

That meeting formed the nucleus of the American Colo-
nization Society. It was composed of a few gentlemen,conspicuous among whom, besides the illustrious chair¬
man, was, I remember, Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, EliasB. Caldwell, of Washington, and the Rev. I>r. Findley, ofNew Jersey. Sir, every individual who imposed that
meeting, with one exception besides myself, has been longsince called to another world. Clay is gone, Randolph is
gone, Caldwell is gone, and but two remain now to wit-
neas, after the expiration of nearly forty years, the suc¬
cess of the great scheme the foundations of which were at
that time laid. The patriotic and philanthropic objectwhich they had in view most of them indeed lived to see
advancing prosperously. The small seed which was then
planted was nourished and watered until it vegetated,and, though its growth was long impeded by difficulties,it struggled on, until it has become a majestic tree, far
exceeding in stateliness and grandeur the anticipations of
its founders.

Simply and distinctly as its original purpose was
announced, the association suffered opposition and
obstruction from a misconception of its nature and ob¬
ject. In the South it encountered prejudice from an idea
that it was designed, directly or indirectly, to operate on
tho institution of slavery; in the North it encountered
the enmity of fanatics because it disavowed any inter¬
ference with slavery aud refused any abolition purposes ;
they conceived that philanthropy towards 'the negro
race consisted solely in emancipation. Thus the associa¬
tion long had to make head against these counter influ¬
ences. But the support of the more enlightened, the more
liberal, if not the more humane, fostered the'scheme in
its infancy, led it on in its youth, until, reaching the
vigor of manhood, it is able to stand alone, and the colonyof Liberia is now taking its place among independentcivilized States. A regular government has long been
established there, and their form of government is natu¬
rally republican. They, as a matter of course, copiedth'.' institutions which they had seen in operation amongtheir masters on this continent, and they have their Pre¬
sident, their Legislature, their judiciary, tliair militia

. organization, their annual elections, and all the ele-
meuts f»f an advanced civilization in full and orderly ac¬
tion. It is indeed remarkable, Mr. President, to observe
boi%intelligently and faithfully the?e untutored descen¬
dants of Africa have carried with them to their distant
home the political forms of our country ; and while some
of the oldest communities of Europe and America have
attempted in vain the adoption of republican principles
of government, the untutored manumitted blacks of the
United States have successfully and firmly transplanted
on the barbarous shores of their fatherland institutions
which it seemed could only flourish among the Anglo-Baron aud Anglo-American races.

I know, sir, that in its progress the Society bus inch
dentally embraced an action more comprehensive than its
original purpose contemplated, and as an incident that
should coustitute no objection to it 4a the South. But,
apart from this, I fouud and find in its original purposeenough to enlist the sympathies of humanity. In its most
restricted operation it proposed to benefit a degraded race
by removal to a more congenial sphere, and by that removal
to confer a public good on this country and an inapprecia¬ble ultimate blessing on the benighted end barbarous land
to which they were to be transplant«d. It was to try the
great experioieut, by one operation, of relieving our coun-

, try of an evil nnd humanity of a reproach, and at the same
time founding on an injured, barbarous continent a free,
civilised, christian commonwealth.

This was a nracti< ». humanity. ^ 1 'he experiment has
been cn.wi; i with a remarkable success. In the lan¬
guage of an able public journal, "it has transplanted the
institutions, the Uinta of thought and aetion, the lan¬
guage and the literature of our country to Central Africa,
t'> take, we doubt not, permanent root, and to obtain, iu
i. cud a complete victory over the barbarism of thecountry'. The present a*e has few things more worthy of
attention than the growth of this negro commonwealth,
with its institutions modelled strictly after our own,
gradually increasing it* population, gradually extending
its borders, every year becoming more respected and
feared by the* barbarian tribes which surround u.

Let a few generations pus, and, in all probability, it will
pessess an immense extent of sea coast on the Gulf of Qui-
nea, with dominions reaching eastward to Abyssinia and
northward to the Gfeat Desert. Here the African race,

the climate of its origin, may be expected. In a state of
civilization, to find its fullest and most perfect physical
and mental development."

Although the young colony is now competent to mairi-
tain itself, its growth needs help. The hundreds who offer
.or are offered for removal thither from our shores require
the establishment of an adequate ami regular communi¬
cation between the two continents. ThiB regular commu¬
nication has never yet been provided, and it is to take
measures for this important object that the present meet¬
ing has been called and the public aid is invoked.
The Colonization cause now numbers amongst its

friends the great body of the wise and good of this coun¬

try and.of every section of it; and with such favor aud
support it cannot fail to advance, with an accelerated pace,
to the most entire success.

'

The Rev. Dr. Balch rose and said that it gave him sin¬
cere pleasure to see gentlemen occupying high positions
in the community present on this occasion and ready to

give their sanction to the plans and efforts of the Coloni-
zation Society. There was no timo when such a sanction
from gentlemen bearing the scales of justice and imbued
with a generous aud extended philanthropy could be
more welcome or more important. He had promised to
submit a lew remark* to the meeting here convened, but
he ceuld assure gentlemen that they should be as few as

possible; ior the objects of all popular speaking were
to convince and to persuade ; but in looking over this re¬

spectable assembly he did not see one whose mind in
reference to the general objects of the meeting, needed
either to bo convinced or persuaded. But the definite
olject immediately to be acted on required to be stated
as it had already been, justly and- properly, from the
Chair. The practical object in view was suitably to
affect the tone and just sentiment of the country, so as
to call out the benevolencc and enterprise of our people,
that the society might be enabled to compass the special
purpose of facilitating the means of intercourse between
these United States and the western coast of Africa.

Dr. B. proceeded to remark that in his juvenile days
he recollected nothing in classic story which so seized
upon and interested his imagination as that famous expe¬
dition of the Greeks known as the Argonautic. The boat
Argo had left the shores of Greece on a voyage to Col¬
chis to brine: back from thence the much-desired golden
fleece. Critics had been greatly divided in opinion as to
what had been meant by this golden fleece. It was sup-
posed by some that it was a fleece stretched acrosa certain
auriferous brooks in Colchis for the purpose of collecting
the golden pebbles borne down by the stream; but others
had given to the story an allegorical interpretation, and
had contended that it was the sight of new and interest¬
ing objects, the treasures of knowledge and the advan¬
tages of commerce, which constituted this memorable
fleece. If the latter opinion were correct, he thought
that something like the benefits secured for their country
by these argonauts might bo obtained in our own case
by the establishment of a regular, certain, and rapid in¬
tercourse between a far distant and highly interesting
country like Africa and our own land. The people of the
United States from small beginnings had now grown into
a vast empire; and they had it now in their power to try
anew the expedient of the ancient Greeks, by sending a
boat not to bring back, but to confer blessings and advan¬
tages of the highest order to the rude tribes ol' men scat¬
tered over the blighted continent of Africa. We could
thus send to them law, which had been well denominated
the voice of virtue and of order, and whose conservative
and ftappy influence pervaded all the complex relations
of civic society. We could send them education, that
plastic former ot the human mind. We could, to a cer¬
tain extent, eend them literature, that fertile' source of
pleasure and instruction. We could send them our arts
and our chruUanity, that divin? gift whose power and resist¬
less force had revolutionized the whole Roman Empire
and planted us triumphs besido the throne of the Cus'ars'
Gifts like these would prove in Africa as Ihey had through¬
out the habitable world, the best means of assuaging hu¬
man sorrow, taming tho rudeness of the savage man*! and
softening and embellishing the entire condition of human
society. It was true that at present Liberia was not
fully prepared to relish the charm which mental cultiva¬
tion and its consequent refinement threw around life He
had to do only with its stern realities, and all her pur¬
suits were controlled by the necessities of her condition.
>ut let us look back to our own comparatively humble

origin, and to the feeble gerras of civilization planted on
these shores during tho reign of James tho First. We
had endured a long and laborious servitude while liewintr
away the wilderness and establishing our home in a wild
and hostile clime; but see how it had been succeeded by
ease, abundance, and every elegant art; and so it would
,*"7!" infant republic now planted on the dark shore

of the African continent.
. ^"lese reasons, as well as others which might be as¬

signed, Dr. B. was ready to concur in every measure to
secure the interesting object which had convened them
this evening He believed in his honest conscience that
it was our duty to make the attempt proposed. Tho
power of steam was felt over the entire world, in tho
Baltic,, in the Thames, in the Clydcs, on the lakes of
Switzerland, on Lake Leman, every whore. It possessed
and manifested a kind of omnipresent power, and thcre-
forc the Plan contemplated its adoption in tho mode of
intercourse to be established between the two continents.

! f i n
cxPerimeut, see whether the people

of the United States would not give us their aid and effcc-
i IZTrrTin a desifn wbict* p^^ed so n,«Ch
good to the colony we had planted and fostered till it
had become a State, as well Indeed as to the entire Afr

| can coast and continent. While we sent them benefits

fi0"0 * referred to, they could send us some
precious Leece in return. It was gratifying to witness
the growing products of their'fertile soil. Then they
were copying diligently our own theories of governmentand were already in the enjoyment of many of our free
institutions \\ e had ourselves been but copyists of more
ancient nations. There had at one time existed in Greece
not lass than thirty-two distinct republics, including the
Ionic on the Asiatic continent. We were ourselves now

.e exemplar for nations yet in their forming etate. They
ISl? t°. *dopted onr chri8tianity "d had conceived the

thh ,ia vPObe. sPread:nS over tho entire extent of
that dark continent. The rays of its divine light were
already striking far into the interior.

g

<i.pL.f"h I*?'?" rd ba,,J'from ihc
ciallv for J! ' colonization cause, and espe-

deed iii reviewint^M? pr°p°sed ^ the "solutions. In-

reflect how little labor hThSd9beaU^e/a" ast0Dish.ed to

entirely annrnt^ t*
bestowed on a cause he so

muSoJ.SK hdIJi7M» lT ,hc had ftcted as a «r'rt of

neaksSf f
f; be had tra.rsed the mountain! insa^sssrass^.t <:ng ^d°

to result from the adoption of thenlan^8C(luenceH
could not but be follow^by"

1 he Rev. Mr. Gielev said he had not risen to make a

mitten' that
® it.had bcen opinion of the com-

mit ce that one of the resolutions they had prepared
rest Th Pr?'"'Cf 10 lb,i "*»«!, from the

Phis resolution ho now rose to submit. It was knownj to some that he had been many years somewhat connect

7i 1 ^ Ca,USC °f th. American ^Ionization Society,"and he had always believed it to be competent to the
General Government to appropriate money from the Trea-
sury in aid of that cause, nor could he believ* ;?
would be long before something of that kind woul 1 h*
dot,.. But it WJ be un.i-e'L th. &
any such result; its claims had been pressed before b. th
he General and several of the jJtuto Governments and
he regretted to say thus far without success. Meanwhile
there was a pressing need for a regular and certain mode
of communication with Liberia and the adjacent coast
Ono of the o(5cers of the society, whose labors, zeal and
devoted services in its behalf had been invaluable' had
expressed to Mr G. the deepest interest in the soheme
now uader consideration, and the same feeling he knew
possessed and animated our excellent secretary. Every

t »hltDeWh v»
had alreadJ bcen accomplished by the

public liberality to the colonization cause, and he still
looked with confidence to the beneficence of American

instianity in its behalf. He had calculated that there
v.-ero in these United States at least two hundred churches
w.io could well afford to give a thousand dollars earh to
ma^e their several pastors directors for life. Were that
accomphbhed what a mass of moral power would be se¬
cured in aid of every noble design for Africa's welfare!
ir three or four of the societies in this District would
make a commencement he had not a doubt their example
ou ,1 be followed by all our great cities both to the

North and to the South.

Jbat'' be r^ootfully suggested to the officers
wealthy churches in our cities and large towns to invito a

contribution from each of one thousand dollar, toward, tho
enterprise, (by which their pastors or other* whom they
might bo plowed to honor might be constituted directors for
life of the society, ) and to ail churcbe. or religious societies to

make^soeh eontribntions a* their means may permit to the

The Rev. Stuart Romssox saij that, on reflection, after
having promised to attend here to-night, he considered it
a most unreasonable request to make by any man that
he should .« speak fifteen or twenty minutes on coloniza¬
tion," .s Mr. Gtjrley had requested him tfrdo on this oc¬
casion. This is not one of the twenty-minute subjects
Originating at first with the gre.t minds who founded
this republic-great in its own intrinsic nature, great in
*11 its general views, great io *11 its detailed braaohes.

this soheme of African colonization has not a single mi¬
nor twenty-minute point in it. Like the huge mastodon, 01

those remains of a former giant animal existenoe, the " dis
jecta membra," a single limb, a horn, a tusk of the might-
skeleton is a full load for ail ordinary man. It was no*
his purpose to demand more time, however, but, instem
of & speech on the subject, to talk twenty minutes abo*
this specific scheme with a view to which we now meet.

There is moro involved here than a mere question t

building a bout. This is a germinal proposition and i

great representative idea, this regular line of commun-
cation with Liberia. A great mau has said "words an

things." It is true also that things are often words, gre*
expressive word* ; and one of this sort is this thing of k

regular packet-whip to Liberia. This project is represei-
tative of a great step onward, implying at the same tiu»
a great slep, the great step already made. An empir
has been founded, an asylum opened. Now. shall we b
able to bring that asylum practically within reach of thos
for whom it was intended? On this question we propos
to go before the christian aud philanthropic people of th
country. Of this general purpose, to make the asylut
in Liberia accessible to the colored man, this projeot t
" build a boat" is the representative. What are the prot
pects of success ? Rather what are the necessary cU
ments of success in such a call upon the public ? It mus
be shown that the cause in whose behalf we appear i
important; that it has the elements of character to strile
favorably the public mind; that it will likely be persever
ingly oarried on in spite of obstacles; that it is feasibh
not visionary; that the liberal aid of the benevolent is al-
solutely necessary to accomplish its results.
Now, as to the importance of this general soheme (

colonization, the more reflecting of the people need lit¬
tle proof. In fact, this American Colonization Societ-
in this regard is itself most remarkably one of thos
tfimffi that are word*. It standB forth expressive of tb
two great ideas which, either artioulate or inarticulate
cherished or hated, have ever imbedded themselves in th?
minds of the American people: first, the immense anl
alarming importance of this question of the Afrioan rao
in our country demanding something to be done; and s-
condly, of a separation of the races ultimately as som.
bow the only reasonable solution of the difficulty. Ths
is the true state of the case as to the feeling of the coui-
try ; out of this grows all the agitations aud fears thit
trouble us. The question of the African race among t
us is felt to be the grand sphynx riddle of our nation.l
existence which wo must solve or perish; and all relies
and remedies that fall short of a separation of tf'STleei-
however well in themselves, however wise to sootL'skil!
run, tb. .Un» .aa .. M, bj
not to have reached the ultimate question. All your
Missouri compromises, and compromises of 1850 and
INebraska bill of 1851, wise as they have been, and may

.natlonal measures of pewe, incidentally
only affect .the great question. Even when they shall
have accomplished all the results of tlieir most san-

guiue fnends, yet confessedly have not yet solved the
great riddle. I he people, therefore, need litt.e labor to
convince them of the importance of tha gemral thintr
proposed to ba done. In rogard to the next cited requi¬
site to a successful appeal to the public, there »re in some
points of view not so Btrong grounds of hope. This cause
less than many other enterprises of humanity is adapted
to strike the current of popular feeling of the times It
is too vast in its scope to be fully understood it a glance
too slow in its returns of the " pearl cast upon the wa¬
ters to keep alive popular excitement in ite favor, too
moderato in its tone to satisfy the intensive ze»l for tho¬
rough-going radicalism. Hence, hereafter, as lerctofore
we may meet with popular disfavor, occasionally taking
advantage of the deep-seated uneasiness of the reneral
mmd to which I have referred; the waves of popular fa¬
naticism may run high against thi8 course uncer the
blasts of some Boreas Thompson or other wind-goi And
then a.so wo may expect a lagging of zeal and impatienco
of the slow results of tins work in an ago pre-eninently
distinguished by its passion for " small profits au4 quick
returns in the way of beuevolent effort. Nay this dis-
sion will be found not to confine itself to the popuar Ln-
timent merely, but in tho higher walks of ambitio*. How
.little now is found of the spirit of Lord Bacon, "as to my
tame, I leave it to foreigu nations and fnture ages " Just

?vn7^D^°r 8hll(!e pud ornament the locust tree, but too
typxai of Ihe spirit of our times.the locust tree whose
leaves are latest to put forth as shelter from the sun of
early summer, and first to fall and refuse any longer relief

wi°,h it** r' 3U,"80f autumn' ftnd> more ^an all, which,
hilt J S?Me root8' topples over upon the first

, hi Tmer s4uaIls-^t still we cherish the lo¬
cust, because 11 cornea quick."

thi3 great Work must lftbor against difficul-1

ip fl' t n\T qTtc,"' 11 bas tb° advantage of an ap-1
a.,1.thoae hl£her and more reliable grounds of

thSsSth fr°tpeculiar tbo christian and the philan¬
thropist.that strong confidence in God's promise and
providence which, having done our duty, can patiently
wai or rather which, feeling impelled on as'bysorS
higher impulse than external excitement, can courageous-

in;rTt°i £**7 a
,
dlscouragement8; that, in the true

spirit of the Jerusalem night-watchman, surrounded by
deso'ations of his country, when the enemy scoffs and
rail;., saying " Watchman, what now of the night?" can

courageously ghout back, "The morningcometh, dark as
it now is. The Son of God's providence will be sure to
keep his appointment. This is the spirit which has work¬
ed out all the world s spoken epics, all tho world's acted
heroisms. Ihis is pre-eminently the spirit which has
sustained the great cause of African colonization in its
innumerable darknesses hitherto, aud can again sustain
it in time to come. If this scheme of benevolence seems
to bo of too slow growth for the spirit <*f our times, then
et US rem.mW that all great purposes of God are apt
to be thus. The great scheme of redemption for cur race
as a scheme, developed very slowly as men would view it'
Just as the great oak is in tho acorn, so this scheme of
salvation was enveloped in tha germinal promise, " the
seed ot the woman shall bruise the serpent's head," and
planted in the clods of the wasted paradiae to germinate
and expand, and reach its full development after four
tnoimnd years.

Lut, after all, there haB been no slowness of growth in
this enterprise which should discourage even the most
.anguine. In the lifetime of one generation a State has
been organized of ten thousand emigrants, and embracing
two hundred and fifty thousand native people. Had the
colony grown faster would it have exhibited now that

tiou?
Which excites the world's admira-

I have not time to discuss the question of the feasibili¬
ty of promoting general emigration of the free people of
color; it needs no longer to be discussed. The hardest

,7n°r*K»ia3 . .ne in °Pening an asylum ; we can surely
i .

easier. The wonderful events in our own country's
history during ten years past have turned into derision
tne scotts of those who once denounced general coloniza-
;£.! VAlouary* Tbe ver7 pauperism of Europe has

mnro'th tt°roB8 the Atlantic in ten years past not only
ana thc frce. b«* more than all the free and

slave population of our country combined. Once open

selves vrili
t0 Llberia' and the ver7 colonists them-

un.Ur Iv,n ¦ """J 8end an(I briD* thousands to Liberia,
womlorf ? lmPulsc of that same feeling which raises those

familv as.a colonization fund to bring over to thom

apnea7! tofJT^ ,
A W°rd as t0 the .*uitV of this

wo?k \v! v

b®nevoIc"t of the country in behalf of this

brief wp
a£Peal t0 tfie Government at once ? In

cautbua acHnn ^Fd t0 Wait thc 3low and necessarily
orenaro 11>n » I Government This must be done to

P >iy for aid and help from Government.
The Hon. Mr. Schksck (late Minister to Braiil) ob-

himsllf u CXlCcllent frienJ (Mr- Ourley,) who was
mself an old and efficient workman in this cause, seem-

rlid .e?lllnc,1 t0 commit Mr. S. for a speech that he
d not find it in hm heart to refuse. lie regretted he

ofIhoseVo0 ' Z HC <iid DOt f0d "3 if he could carry

talWd hT rCTerCDj frieDd (Mr- ^obinnon) had

Yet 1. hi 1 n°' DOt. CVen a 8iDgl# tusk of tbe mastodon.
Yet, as he was one of the committee who had reported
^^Tngm:mE^irhVdhLredinR' an,j as thc °tbcr

himself called on to say a fei^words.8 them' he fdt

The reminiscences called un hv
committee (Mr. Scnton) connected with r®a? o{. tbe

society could not fail to have been l«lt bv ! °ngin
listened to them as frauzht withaJa 7 *erjr ono who

had told them aboutthe^rixtcen ^rso^Tho"1^94- IIC

since, had proposed tho formation of .
7 years

experiment,PtoPsee what
ft8 ^

an experiment, but an accomplished fact The
then sown had grown up aud spread 5^ .J . ttlestttcd
far and wide. Instead of a feeble colony S 'raD?.bc°
even in its existence for any long period wl£« - ?
our eyes across thc ocean we now SheU a f n

^

Republic, which had enjoyed all the 11<
"" grown

Government for six years which had
' °f & frCC

other nations, and id Ufam Us ^
republios of the world. g thc s,8tcr

They had met on the present occasion -j

the means of establishing a regular arXn COn9ldcr on

mnnication with that people who had li/n ? Com*

the fostering care of this society, and in who?* Ua^r
we all felt so deep an interest For ? ,P*wP*my
contribute little to this good work save th?l ' be.coul,,
his deep and welI-settled conviction^ of
tance as a means of still further increas^ th?? imp-r"
and progress of the infant republic. prosperity
The first in the series of resolutions u j i.

reported for the action of the present ml? ha(1tbeen
the interest which this country had in th« Jl'tr Bpo^e
other; and it was a truth not as fair "? °VLc
often adverted to as it deserved to be A cl « ,
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and frequent intercourse between them wasa/^'J^ I
|t> its practical resulu to our own land as to AfrTI0^.*111
1U tendency to promote harmony and a brotherly ?eeU°ng

between different section! of our widespread republic.
Its bearing on a delicate and difficult question of policj
among ourselves was obvious; and this alone was well
worthy of all the effort and all the expenditure which it
might cost to accomplish the purpose proposed.

Mr. S. said that his friends were aware that he had
been absent for the last three years from the United
States on public service, and this was the first time since
his return that he had eojoyed the pleasure of looking on
an American audience. The Colonization Society, with
all its objects and plans, was an American interest; and
the scheme now proposed for consideration was in an

especial manner a purely American measure, from its in¬
fluence at home. By colonizing our free colored popula¬
tion and establishing them, with a Government of their
own, upon the coast of Africa, we laid hold, boldly and
effectively, upon a subject which from any other positiou
was not to be touched or approached but with the utmost
risk of stirring up all the angry feelings of the human
bosom. It dealt with the great questiou of the disposal
of our colored population, and proposed the means by
which the whole difficulty connected with it might at once

be fully mot and effeotually removed.
Let any other subject be shown, of like delicacy and

like importance, in which all portions of the country oould
concur and heartily unite but this one of colonizing our

colored people on the shores of their native continent.
Here there was no sectional difficulty. There was no

Mason and Dixon's line in Liberia, no Nebraska bill, no

Wilmot proviso, to mingle the elements of strife and dis¬
union with this question. You, fsir, (addressing Judge
Wayhb, who occupied the chair,) you, sir, are from the
far South, where this population has its more immediate
seat, and whero every thing relating to it is most sensi¬
tively felt. I am from a region where all the habits and
all the feelings of the people are in the most decided hos¬
tility to the very existence of the institution which is yet
in great strength in every Southern State ; and yet we
can strike hands in friendly union and meet each other on

this common and strictly neutral ground. Look at the
original organization of the sooiety itself. That great
statesman so recently lost to the country he loved.
a statesman whose name was never to be pronounced
without a feeling of grateful reverence.had presided at
its first meeting and lent to the design his powerful per¬
sonal influence. He was from a slave State, while his
compeer and coadjutor, Judge McLean, was from the
slavery-hating State of Ohio. Yet they oonourred in
counsels and were united in effort and in action, and so
were the Latrobes, and the Whittleseys, and the Corwins,
and men from all parts of the Union at the present day.
They could all meet on a common ground and could act
together, because they wore thoroughly agreed in their
views about the thing to be done. lie therefore took the
ground that a measure like that before this meeting,
tending as it did to further the designs and purposes for
which the society.had originally been formed, was in the
strongest sense of the term a mo»t American measure.

The particular object for which this meeting had been
convened was the establishment of a regular line of com¬
munication with the coast of Africa by steam or other
means, with a view to promote the common iuterests and
augment the friendly relations already existing between
the two republics. It surely needed no argument to
show that a communication regular, certain, and at regu¬
lar periods was infinitely to be preferred to those irregu¬
lar, casual, and uncertain means, obtained at hazard
and starting at no regular or certain periods, by which
emigrants had thus far found their way to Liberia. Let
the free colored man who was master of his owu means
and his own time once know that on a fixed and regularly
recurring day in each month or each two months a liner
would leave our shores for the African coast, how much
oftener should we find him ready and desirous of making
the voyage. And if the slave owner in the South pos¬
sessed the same certainty, how much oftener would he be
found indulging his benevolent feelings in emancipating
those who were in bondage and providing them with a

house in the land of their fathers. It would happen in
this as it did in all other cases, that a knowledge of the
facility of effecting any design had a natural tendency to
induce a man to engage in it. Suppose, for illustration,
that between this metropolis and the neighboring city of
Baltimore, instead of a train or several trains starting at
fixed and generally known hours from either city, as

now, there was nothing but casual, occasional, uncertain,
and irregular means of intercommunication, how much
less intercourse would in fact take place? It was a uni¬
versal conviction, derived from every day's observation,
that the recent incrense in the facilities of travelling had
immensely increased the number of travellers. There
were a hundred thousand persons who crossed the At¬
lantic now where one had crossed it in the last century.
So it would be in the present case. On this point Mr.
S. said he had had some personal experience. There
were now regular lines of communication between Rio
Janeiro and several ports in Great Britain. Before their
establishment, when there were no means of passing from
one country to the other but the occasional aud uncer¬
tain sailing of a merchant vessel, it often happened that,
after a month's advertisement of her day of sailing, but
some four passengers could be obtained. But now you'
must speak many weeks beforehand or you could not
secure a passage, and the same vessels which formerly
started with but four oabin passengers now often sail
with more than sixty. And so notorious and so certain
had this increase been that it had led to the establish¬
ment of five other lines to different parts of Europe. There
was now, besides the first line to Southampton, another to
Liverpool, another to the Mediterranean, another to
Havre, and another was proposed, though not yet fully
arranged. So it would eventually prove with passnngcr
and freight lines to Africa, though, of course, not in so
short a period of time. If the sight of the means at
hand often prompted men to the commission of evil deeds,
why might it not prompt to the achievement of a good
purpose as well ? Trade was everywhere augmented by
the facilities afforded for it. How was this desirable
object to be effected without aid from either the National
or the State Governments? He replied, by a firm reliance
on and a strong appeal to the benevolenoe and bounty of
the American people.
But ought we to give up all hopo of aid from the Na¬

tional Government ? He thought not. No one^after the
able and lucid argument recently delivered by the hono¬
rable gentleman now in the chair, could retain the sha¬
dow of a doubt as to the constitutional power of Congress
to grant Buch aid. And why should its fostering hand be
withheld from a design so patriotic and so fully sano-
tioned by experiment? Look at what it had been doing
for other objects of public interest. Within a few d^ys
an ample donation of lands had been granted to "provide
asylums for the indigent insane, and the question thus
settled that it was held constitutional in Congress to give
of the public means to mitigate the miserable condition
of those bereft of reason. Lands had in like manner been
largely granted to aid the general interests of education,
especially in the new States. Lands, too, had been given
in some of the States to cont«*ibute to the support of tho
clergy; colleges had been amply endowed; money hid
been appropriated to facilitate the removal of the Indian
tribes. Now, why did tho case of the red man appeal
more strongly to the consideration and the bounty of the
Government than the case of the black man ? Look at
our relations to the two. We found the Indian here on
his native soil. Wo had compelled him by our advancing
settlements to retire further and further into the depths
of the forest, and wo had provided the means of his re¬

moval, besides granting him large annuities to ameliorate
the hardship of his condition. But what bad been the
conduct of the Indian under this coercion at our hands?
He had turned on his invaders, and his tomahawk and
Bcalping knife had marked the track of bis retiring foot-
steps with the blood of his oppressors. Not so the poor
negro. He had been to us a meek, a patient, and a most
useful servant. And what had been done for him ? If
the wild and ferocious savage, who waylaid our trains
upon the prairie and fell in vengeance on the cabin of tho
pioneer, was to be considered and provided for, bad not
the black man, who had borne our burdens and tilled our
fields, a much Btronger claim ?

Mr. S. observed, in conclusion, that he hoped when
these resolutions should be adopted, as he doubted not
they would bo with great unanimity, that they would not
be permitted to end there; but that a committee would
be appointed, who should go to work with spirit and de¬
termined effort, and that liberal contributions would be
collected from every portion of tho Union; for he did
conscientiously believe that, great and noble as were the
objeots and had been the achievements of the Coloniza¬
tion Society, nothing from the beginning of its history to
this hour had equalled in practical importance the mea¬
sure now proposed for adoption.
The honorable Ciiaihman now said that the lateness of

the hodr forbade him to detain the meeting, although
there wero some considerations having a bearing on this
subject which he should like to present. He concurred
with his friend on tho right (Mr. Robinson) that the cur¬
rent of Christian benevolence throughout this country
presented a better ground of reliance than the course of
capricious and irregular legislation ; yet it was also pro¬
per that the aid of the National and 8tato legislation
should be accorded; and if wisely and properly soughthe doubted not that it would yet be extended in aid of the
efforts of private beneficence. Conviuced as he was that
the Constitution conferred the legislative power, and that
the same measure of success could not be looked for with-
out Governmental aid, he hoped that aid, in all the de-
partments of the Government, would be solicited.
The minds of those present had been directed to obli¬

gations bo much higher and more sacred that he should
not advert to those he was about briefly to mention was he
not aware that they exerted a practical influence on men
which the obligations of christian benevolence, however
higher and more sacred, could not and did not meet. Na-
tional pride, whatever might be said of its inherent na-
ture, did nevertheless form a great element in all national
virtae. What comparatively would Liberia have attained

had not its powerful inflaenoe been felt !a carrying ont
the undertaking and pushing it onward to completion ?
And here he would say that so muoh had already been
accomplished that if we should now refuse to follow upthe advantages already gained, the interest and the en¬
terprise of European Powers would oome in and take all
out of our hands. Liberia was emphatically a creation of
our own, and ull that foreign nations had done toward
its advancement had been done from a banevolenee purelyselfish. The nationality of the Liberia Republic had not
only been acknowledged, but means had been granted for
establishing and giving it permanency and strength. Eng¬land had presented it with a publio vessel; and though
this might be said to be an act merely of the Government,
the act had received the sanction and approbation of
the British nation. France, }n like manner, had votod
it a thousand stand of arms, with the accompanying
equipments. Belgium had acknowledged the Liberian
Government. Why had all this been done ? Because
Liberia presented a most extraordinary specimen of the
progress of human civilization. When before, in all the
annals of history, could we find the instance of a Republio
of ten thousand inhabitants, with an acknowledged control
over two hundred thousand more, being raised up and estab¬
lished within the same brief period? Yet such was the
condition of the Republic of Liberia at this hour. Bhe
not only adjusted the differences of the rude surrounding
tribes by treaties, restraining their wild ferocious pas¬
sions and checking those influences which led to war,
but within the last six months a signal proof had occur¬
red cf the recognition by distant hordes of the native po¬
pulation of the authority she exerted over them. Two of
the native tribes had gone to war chiefly with a view to
the capture of prisoners intended to meet and to supply
the demand for subjects of the mistaken policy of appren¬
ticeship, (and he ought to take this opportunity of ex¬
pressing the opinion that it was a mistaken polioy, rest¬
ing on erroneous premises, and loading to a disastrous
disappointment in its practical results.) In the course of
this desolating contest towns had been burnt and murders
and barbarities of all sorts had been rife among the mis¬
erable inhabitants on both sides. The Governor of Libe¬
ria had enjoined the parties to abstain from the further
prosecution of the war, and that if they refused com¬
pliance they would be restrained by a force they could not
resist. The chiefs who had originally stirred up the strife
from motives of personal avarice and ambition had refus¬
ed to comply, in consequence of which the threatened
military force had been sent, the refractory leaders had
been seized and brought to Monrovia and there imprison¬
ed, and the transaction hatf been approved and aoquieso-
ed in by the surrounding population, numbering not less

'200,000.
If results like these were desired, the way to secure

them was to strengthen that Government by increasing
its means of communication with this country.
The elements of war seemed to have been put in mo¬

tion almost throughout the European world; we should
ourselves not be involved in the approaching contest if
we were prudent, but in interests would. This work
should therefore be begun at once under our national au-
spioes, and the national flag should be considered as its
protection.
But the lateness of the hour admonished him not to

continue this course of remark- In presenting theso con.
siderations he had done what he conceived to be a duty.
They were considerations of a worldly nature, it was true,
but in a world like ours it was very important to keep
such considerations in view and to act upon them.
The resolutions having once more been read, the ques¬

tion was put from the chair, and they were unanimously
adopted.

In pursuance ot the fifth resolution, the chairman of
the meeting appointed the following gentlemen to com¬

pose the committee, viz: .

Hon. Jons W. Maury. Hon. Elisha Whittlesey.
W. W. Skaton, Esq. Philip R. Fendall, Esq.

Wm. L. Hodge, Esq.
The meeting thereupon adjourned.

ARTHUR J. STANSBURY, Secretary.
TO THE EDITORS.

St. Louis, (Mo.) April 19, 1854.
Gentlemen : I see in your paper of the 10th instant

an article from a Pennsylvania paper urging Congress to
extend the bounty land law.

I havo been a constant reader of your paper for nearly
fifteen years, and dislike very muoh to differ with you on

any subject, as I generally think you are right. On the
matter of extending the bounty land law I must differ with
you for the following reasons : The warrants, as soon as

issued, are bought up at a reduced price by speculators,
the land is taken up by them in large quantities, and they
will neither sell at a reasonable price nor improve the
land, nor take railroad stock to improve the county, but
hold on to the land for it to rise in price by other men's
industry.

I do not believe that one soldier in one thousand locates
his own warrant, as they are generally too old to want
wild land.
Extend the law so as to give the land to the chil¬

dren, and you might as well give it to the speculator at
once ; for the children in most cases live in remote partsof the country, and by the time the warrant ,i» aseiguuJ
by all of th»"». nn<1 tu® agent poM for obtaining it, the
amount left will bo of no consequence to the children.
The ogents at Washington will of course urge its passage,for it is a grand speculation for them aud the land war¬
rant brokers.

There has all at once sprung up a great sympathy for
the old soldier. All tho soldiers have been getting some¬
thing who served in the la9t war for the short term of thirtydays, while the soldiers of the revolution are not entitled
to any thing unless they served six months. I have three
neighbors here in less than ten miles of me who served
in the revolution over four months, one of them over five
months; yet because they did not serve six months Col.
J. L. Edwards, Commissioner of Pensions, rejected their
claims. Those whose claims were allowed did not receive
upon an average more than forty dollars per annum.

If Congress would give the soldiers of the last war pen¬sions it would do them more good than the warrants.
But Congress is urged to pass the bounty land law for the
speculators, not for the benefit of tho soldier. II.

SAD DISASTER.
Wo are sorry to hate to record a very serious disaster,

both privately and publicly considered, in the destruction
of the two spans of the new iron bridge at the Little Tails
of the Potomac. The accident occurred yesterday morn¬

ing between nine and ten o'clock, whilst the hands were
at work. One workman, Daniel Macnamara, was thrown
from the abutment on the bank of the river, and fell into
the water. His body has not been recovered. Another
laborer, John Frizzle, is very seriously injured in the
head and face. He can hardly survive, notwithstanding
the zealous efforts of Drs. Ritchie and Snyder, of George¬
town, in his case. Macnamara leaves a wife and a nu¬
merous family of smull children.

The cause ef this sad accident, as we are informed, was
thus: in raising one end of the Virginia or completed
span uniting the two shores, in order to set the bedplates
on which the span was finally to rest, the bar of iron con¬
necting the jack-screws gave way, and let the iiMfte of
the bridge Into the river. The other ppnn, on the Mary¬
land side of tho river, being tied to the Virginia span, was
dragged from its position, oversetting the trussels on
which it rested, aud bringing all down iuto one mass of
ruins. It was under a portion of this that Frizzle was

entangled. Four other persons on this span at the time
almost miraculously escaped iajury.
The Virginia span fell into forty feet of water, and

in aa instant entirely disappeared. Its length from shore
to shore was 160 feet, and it weighed nearly 100 tons.
The cost of the iron work of eaoh span is about $8,000.
Wo understand that a thorough investigation of the

affair will be made by the Department of the Interior.

Schscr is a Shell..The Springfield Post says if you
open an oyster and retain the liquor upon the docp shell,
on examining it with a microscope you will find it full of
little oysters floating about, one hundred and thirty of
which only cover an inch; you will also peroeive in it a
variety of animalculto, and myriads of worms of three dis¬
tinct species, gamboling in the fluid. HV are very well
satisfied to find a single nice oyster "between the shells"
without going into a microscopical examination of the
family affinities of the bivalve.

Terr« Haute, Indiana, was the scene of a conflagration
early on tho morning of the 12th instant, when the block
of stores and business shops extending from J. C. Hose's
store to 4th street westward, and from Main street to
Ohio street, except two or three wooden buildings oppo¬
site the Univtrsalist Church, were consumed; also, on
the opposite side, the shop formerly used by Rankin as a
cabinet shop. The buildings burnt were, with Bevcral
exceptions, cheap wooden structures.

Twelve buildings, including the Presbyterian Church,
on the southeast side of the public square at Americas,
18th instant. The post office was kept in one of the
houses that were consumed, but the mail-matter, &o. was
saved. The fire would have been much more disastrousI had not the dwelling houses in the vicinity been protectedby shade trees.

Georgia, were destroyed morning of the

LAW OP THE UNITED 8TATES,Fasted at the First Session of the Thirty-thirdCongress of the United States of America.
[Public.No. 19.]

AN ACT establishing a land offio« in the lower peninsulaof Michigan.
Be it inacted by the Senate and House of Representative*of the United States of America in Congress assembled, Thatall those parts or portions of the lower peninsula of theState of Michigan which are situated north of the li"«

which divides townships twenty (20) and twenty-one (2>)and all the portion of the upper peninsula which liessouth of the line dividing townships forty-one (41) andforty.two (42) and west of range twelve (12) west, toge¬ther with all the islands in Green Bay, the straits of Mac-kinao, and Lakes Huron and Michigan, which are situat¬ed north of the township line first herein mentioned andwithin the limits of said State, exclusive of Drummond'aisland and itd jslets, be and the same is hereby includedin a land district, to be called the Cheboygan district;and for the sale of lands in said distriot there shall be aland oifioe established at Buoh point therein as the Presi¬dent shall seleot
,

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President, byand with the advice and oonscnt of the Senate, shall ap-point one register and one receiver for the land office insaid district, who shall reside at the place designated forthe land offioe, receive such compensation, give security,and discharge all duties pertaining to such office as areprescribed by law.
Approved, April 20, 1854.

[Public.No. 20.]AN ACT to authorize the school commissioners of frac¬tional township number one, of range number ten
east, in Alabama* to locate one half-section of landfor school purposes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representativesof the United States of America in Conyress assembled, That

the school commissioners of fractional township number
one, of range number ten east, situated in the district of
land subject to sale at Lebanon, Alabama, be and
is hereby authorized to enter, free of charge, in lieu
of the lands to whioh they are entitled by any existinglaw, one half-section of land, in legal subdivision, anywhere in said township, with a view to the ultimate con¬
venience of the citiconB of said township and the qualityof soil for school purposes and said lands thus located
sliullbe governed by the same laws, rule*, and regulation*
as is the school sixteenth scotivn la said State of Alabama.

Sec. 2. And be it furUur enacted, That it shall be the
duty of said school commissioners to locate and report,within two years, what lands they have entered to the
Commissioner of the General Land Office, at Washington,and it shall be his duty, upon the receipt of such reportof location, to withdraw from sale the said lands, and the.
title thereto shall be valid as in the sixteenth sections
heretofore granted in the new States.

Approved, April 20, 1854.

[Public.No. 21.]
AN ACT to amend the third section of the " Act makingappropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of
Government for the year ending the thirtieth of June,eighteen hundred and fifty-four," and for other pur¬
poses.
Be it enactcd by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the United States of America in Conyress assembled, That
of the clerks authorized by the third section of the act
approved March third, eighteen hundred and fifty-three,entitled " An aot making appropriations for the civil and
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year endingthe thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four,"those of the first class shall receive a salary of twelve
hundred dollars per annum; those of the Becond class, a
salary of fourteen hundred dollars per annum; those of
the third class, a salary of sixteen hundred dollars per
annum: and all clerks not provided for in this aot, per¬forming the same or similar duties with any one of the
classes, shall receive the same compensation as is allowed
to such class; and the clcrks employed in the Census
Bureau shall be paid, during the present fiscal year, the
same as is hereby allowed to clerks of the second class.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the stamp and
blank agent for the Post Ofiice Department receive the
same salary as clerks of the second class, provided for in
the first section of this act; and an addition of twenty per
cent, is hereby added to the pny now authorized by law
to each of the messengers, packers, laborers, and watch¬
men olitfhe different Executive Departments of the Gov¬
ernment in Washington; to the clerks employed at the
Navy Yard and Marine Barracks at Washington ; to the
clerk, messenger, and laborer in the office of the Com¬
missioner of l'ublio Buildings, doorkeeper and assistant
doorkeeper at the Executive Mansion; public gardener, la¬
borers employed in the public grounds and President's gar¬
den ; two additional watchmen and the police at the Ca¬
pitol; watchmen employed at the President's House and
reservation No. two, lamplighter, the general superin¬
tendent ; the draw-keepers of the bridges across the East¬
ern Branch and Potomao; and that the provisions of the
second section of the act of August thirty-first, eighteen
hundred and fifty-two, "making appropriations for the
civil and diplomatic expenses of tho Government for the
year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and
fifty-three," &c. be and is hereby extended to such per¬
sons herein enumerated who were in employment during
that fiscal year, and were excluded from the benefit of
said ant uot by the decision of the Comptroller of the
Treasury.

Sec. 8. And be it further enactcd, That, instead of the
salaries now allowed by law to the Superintendent of tho
Census and to the Assistant Postmasters General, theyshall each receive tho same salary that is paid to the As¬
sistant Secretary of the Treasury.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the increased
compensation provided for in this act shall commence
from the first day of July, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, and the necessary money to carry this act into
effect is hereby appropriated out of any money in tho
Treasury not otherwise appropriated : rrovided, That
nothing herein contained shall be construed as making an
appropriation for any period beyond the thirtieth of June,eighteen hundred and fifty-four.

Approved, April 22, 1864.

FROM TEXAS.

We have Austin papers to the 8th instant, San Antonio
Cth, and Galveston 15th, and many other Texas papers.Senator Houston passed through Iluntsviilo on the 3d
instant on his way home.
The Austin State Gazette of the 4th instant says:
" Tho long threatened suit for the land on which this city is locatedImp at length been instituted. A petition was tiled in tho clerks office

of the United States District Court, on the 31st ultimo, by Klial M.
Smith, late of Bastrop county, but now of the State of Arkansas who
dc.-'cribes himself as the assignee of William 11. Uouchcr, one of thelieirs of tho original grantee of a third of a league upon which tho cityis located. The defendants are the property holders of the city ge¬nerally, some four or live hundred of whom urc specially named in tlu»petition."
We learn from the State Times that a young man

named Gwin was shot down in the street in Austin on tho
3d instant by Capt. Grumbles, and seriously, perhapsfatally, wounded. The State Times says:
" It appears that some difficulty hnd occurrod between the parties

on Saturday last, in which Gwiu received a blow from Grumbles. On
Monday the formor waited upon the latter, and told him to arm him¬
self and fight like a man, adding that he was already armed. Uponthis suggestion Oruuibles procured a double-barrel shot gun, loaded
with buckshot, which he placed conveniently for one. About half-pastfive (1win was seen crossing the street from the Swisher House, carry¬ing a similar weapon. Grumbles took his gun, and, leaving Oassidy'sooifce-house by aside door, went Into a neighboring house, and imme¬
diately fired upon Gwin, the load taking effect upon his side, some¬
where near the kidueys. Several persons immediately ran to the sido
of (iwin, whose baud wils streaming with blood, when0rumbles rush¬
ed across the street, and. raising his gun, called upon the bystumlerato d!«perse, that he might have another shot at hiui. At this time
Owiu was disarmed, and through tbc intervention of disinterested
persons (i rumbles was prevailed upou to desist iu liu purpose. The
principals had been drinking on each occasion."

After an examination Grumbles was admitted to bail
in the sum of $1,000 for his appearance at the May term
of the District Court.

Mr. E. J. IIendriuk, of Grimes county, was shot down
in the street, in Washington, on the 6th instant, and kill¬
ed instantly, by G. W. McLkhs, who assigned as a reason
for his so doing that deceased had threatened his life.

Gen. Jamks Hamilton had arrived at Galveston on his
way to Austin. The News says :
" lie visits the seat of government to see the Governor, Comptroller,and Auditor on bu-iness connected with the public debt. We under¬stand the General expresses a confident belief that, during the pro-sent session ofConjress, tho basis may Is- laid for tliu payment of tl»public debt of Texas next winter on terras advantageous to the State,satisfactory to the General Government, and acceptable to Ukicreditors." ¦.

Trouble among the Fish..We learn that the recent
severo storm caused quite a destruction among the fish
off our coast, and an innumerable quantity of alewives,venturing in quite close, have been driven on'shore by the
strong wind and tides whi?h have lately prevailed in our
vicinity. 'For the past two »r three days the shore alongCohasset has been strewed with these specimens of the
finny tribe, and the occasion ^as given constant occupa¬tion to a large number of fisho-tnen..Boston Courier.

Hon. Lctiike Hkvkranck, of Maine, late United States
Commissioner ut the San lwich Elands, has returned to
his homo in Augusta. We regret to karn from tho
Banner that Mr. S. is afllioted with an incurable cancer.
He is fully aware of his situation \nd of his approach¬ing fate; but is thankful that Province has permittedhim to return home to die in the btiom of his family,and to have bis body buried amongst lis kindred.

Abrital of Whalksbips..The New Bedford Meroury
reoordn the arrival of nine whalers anione merchant¬
man at that port on the 20th, with l,950*)bls. of sperm
and 17,200 bbls. of whale oil. The sh* Mohawk at
Woods's Hole 20th for Nantucket has 2200 bbls of
¦perm oiL


